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3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed In accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

rhe speciHcation sliall eonclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention, 

Claun 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. Is the structural support of a building a 
different element from the structure, as set forth in claim 1, as suggested? 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(h) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this countr\', more than one year prior to the date ol' application lor patent in the United Stales. 

Claims 1 ,9,44 and 45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by Cotter. Cotter shows a traction winch at 9,14 with tensioning means 
at 10,11. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a; A palenl may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set rorlh in 
section 102 ol'lhis title, iflhe differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
havina ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 



over Cotter in view of Jacobs or Vilchek. Cotter shows the claimed system with the 
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exception of his pulley being fixed near to a roof Both Jacobs and Vilchek show 
pulleys being permanently attached pear a roof edge. It would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
permanently attach the pulley of ^Cotter near a roof edge, as taught by either Jacobs 
or V ilchek, to enable the rescue of people at a location near the roof of a building. 

Claim 28 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Cotter in view of Anderson. Cotter shows the claimed system with the exception of 
his pulley being fixed near an upper level of a building. Anderson shows a pulley 
being attached at an upper level of a building. It would have been obvious to one oi 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to attach the pulley of 
Cotter at an upper level of a building, as taught by Anderson, to enable the rescue 
of people at a location near the upper level of a building. 

Claim 27 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Cotter in view of Chenowth. Cotter shows the claimed system with the exception 
of the movable pulley. Chenowth shows a movable pulley to enable adjustment in 
a cable loop. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to provide the system of Cotter with a movable 
pulley, as taught by Chenowth, to enable adjustment in the tensioning of his cable 
loop. Furthermore, the examiner takes official notice that the use of conventional 
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wire ropes for raising and lowering loads is a conventional practice, and it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinaiy skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to provide a wire rope to Cotter, in lieu of his rope, as taught by the 
conventional practice, to provide a strong load carrying cable. 

Claims 10 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Cotter. To use a conventional breech, loadable hoist winch for the winch of 
Cotter, would have been an obvious engineering expediency, by the substituted 
uses of known equivalent elements for their known advantages. 

Claim 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Cotter and Anderson, as applied to claim 1 0 above, and further in view of 
Chenowth. Chenowth shows a plurality of pulleys including a movable pulley to 
enable deflecting the path of the loop and adjustment in the tensioning of a cable 
loop. U would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the system of cotter with a deflecting and a 
movable pulley, as taught by Chenowth, to enable deflecting the path of his loop 
and to facilitate the adjustment in the tensioning of his cable loop. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. 
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See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this fmal action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the 
advisoi-y action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened 
statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the 
advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will 
be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, 
will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date oi 
this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Alvin C. Chin-Shue whose telephone number is 
57 1 -272-6828. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00 
ajn. - 4:30 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful the 
examiner's supervisor, Peter Cuomo can be reached on 571-272-6856. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpubfished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-91 97 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance fi^om a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to 
the automated information system,, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 
571-272-1000. 
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